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1. Children and Young People’s Network Meetings – Future Dates

	Day
	Month
	Time
	Venue
	Guest Speakers

	Thurs 2nd
	June
	4-6pm
	To be confirmed
	To be confirmed


National News and Information
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2. £60m of community grants unveiled

£60m of community grants unveiled - Around £60m of funding for voluntary and community organisations has been announced by the Department for Education.
Big winners of the grant scheme, which launched last year, include Kids Company (£4.5m), the National Council for Voluntary Youth Services (£1.49m), Home Start (£792,000) and Children England (£1.25m).

3. Update on Criminal Record Regime and Vetting and Barring Scheme (VBS)

The government has unveiled plans to scale back the VBS and criminal records regime which seek to protect children, young people and vulnerable adults. The proposals, which come after a review of the existing system include:
· The merging of the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) and independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) to form a new body providing a barring and criminal records checking service.

· A large reduction in the number of positions requiring checks to those working most closely and regularly with children and vulnerable adults.
· Portability of criminal records checks between jobs.

· An end to a requirement for those working or volunteering with vulnerable groups to register with the VBS and then be continuously monitored by the ISA.

· Review the scope of CRB checks to ensure that they are not a distinctive to people putting themselves forward for volunteering.

The necessary legislative changes will be included in the Protection of Freedoms Bill. The latest information can be found at:  http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk 

4. Launch of New Public Service Information Website

A new website that helps people make best use of the data becoming available as part of the Government's transparency agenda has been launched.
Funded by the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG), The Making a Difference with Data website aims to help people use information to influence how public services are delivered in local government, health and social care, housing, roads and transport, policing and criminal justice, and education.

The website will show how the information can be used by citizens to raise issues and campaign against service issues that affect local communities.

Janet Hughes, head of scrutiny for the London Assembly, member of the Local Public Data Panel, and a member of the initiative's steering group said:

"Huge amounts of public data are now being published, and there is more to come. But what difference does it make to people's lives? 

"MadwDATA.org will help people find, interpret and use public data to make government more effective, more responsive and more accountable. Whether you are an interested member of the public, a local community activist, an elected representative or a public body MadwDATA.org will be useful to you and will get more so as more resources are added to the site."

Website address: http://madwdata.org/ 

5. NatWest Risk Remedy

NatWest Risk Remedy is a revolutionary service enabling you to cope with a myriad of legal issues - without resorting to expensive solicitors.
It is designed to make sure your business is fully compliant with the rising burden of health & safety and employment legislation, and can quickly draw up relevant legal documentation to help protect your business.

Risk Remedy enables you to quickly and easily prepare legal paperwork, knowing that expert advice is never more than a phone call or email away, and that should the worst happen, your business is insured for up to £50,000 for legal expenses and awards arising from employment and health & safety disputes.

Includes:

· Written employment agreements

· Ensuring health & safety compliance

· Creating policies and procedures

· Defending actions in court or at employment tribunals

· Confidential legal support and advice


You can subscribe to the service in less than 5 minutes. The cost is from £29.99 + VAT/month. Pay annually and get 12 months for the price of 11. For further details call 0800 612 1307 or 

Visit: http://www.natwestriskremedy.co.uk//lw/browse/nw/index.cfm?fuseaction=cinc&fn=sbs 

6. Barclays Bank launches £15m financial skills programme for young people

Barclays Bank is to invest £15m over the next three years to help improve the financial skills of young people in the UK.The Barclays Money Skills programme will be run in partnership with Action for Children, the National Youth Agency and the National Skills Academy for Financial Services. It aims to reach one million young people by 2012.

Under the proposals, more than 120 Barclays staff will work alongside Action for Children project workers to provide intensive coaching on money management issues. Sessions will be held at 31 projects across the UK, with the target of reaching 2,500 people from disadvantaged backgrounds.

7. Portability of CRB Checks

The Criminal Records Bureau has announced that it intends to make it possible for employers to share CRB checks, reducing the need for multiple checks. The Government aims to introduce this as part of legislation in the Freedom Bill, once detailed proposals have been modelled, developed and tested.

8. Black Families Education Support Group have moved office address and telephone numbers have changed

Black Families Education Support Group

South Vaults

Green Park Station

Bath, BA1 1JB 
 Tel 01225 787 924

9. The Council's process for advertising and awarding contract opportunities has now changed
From now onwards the only way in which prospective providers can bid for a contract in excess of £5,000 will be through an e-Procurement system that can be located through www.supplyingthesouthwest.org.uk  . This system is currently used by 24 councils across the southwest and existing and prospective providers are therefore encouraged to register on this website to ensure they receive notification of future commissions. This web-based system will allow you to receive email alerts for any new opportunities that may be of interest to your organisation, and if you want to bid for any commission advertised, the portal will allow you to express interest and provide instructions on how to proceed. For more information on the e-procurement portal please visit- 
 http://www.developecs.org.uk/News/B&NES%20Archive/Archive%20docs%20and%20pdfs/e-procurement%20portal%20info.pdf 
10. BA&NES Youth Services Web site
The BA&NES Youth Services web site holds information on youth centres, projects and support for young people. If your organisation or setting has any projects or events that you would like included on the web site contact Paula Bromley Principle Youth Officer at: paula_bromley@bathnes.gov.uk or to view the web page visit: http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/BathNES/communityandliving/youthsupport/YouthProjects.htm 
Meetings, Conferences and Events
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11. Community Right to Buy and Community Right to Challenge - Consultation Events

22 March, Bristol (10am - 4pm)
The Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) is holding a series of consultation events around the community right to challenge and right to buy, which are included in the Localism Bill. Further information can be found at:  http://www.communities.gov.uk/localgovernment/decentralisation/localismbill/communityrights/ 
12. Play Network - Adapting Sports and Games
Monday 14 March 7.00 – 9.00pm at Keynsham Sports Centre.
This two hour session shows practical strategies to support inclusion for all children. Free of Charge 

For more information please contact James Beattie: 01225 832479
13. Bath Fundraisers' Group

Thursday 31 March 1:00 - 2.15pm at the Julian House offices (55 New King Street, Bath).
Cecil Weir of Julian House will speak about his experiences and provide insights into the changes in fundraising and how to stay ahead of them. If you would like to attend, please contact Isobel Michael on 01225 831334 or swiof@btinternet.com
14. Making Sense: A practical discussion to improve the way government and the voluntary sector work together 
The Grand by Thistle, March 15, 2011, Registration opens at 12:30 pm


Join them and hear local and central government representatives and voluntary and community sector leaders' presentations on key policies including: 

· Commissioning

· Procurement

· Community empowerment

· Localism

· Big Society

You can also participate in cross sector discussions about issues directly relevant to you and engage with a panel of experts from across both sectors.
The event is completely free!

For more details and to register visit: http://compactvoicebristolevent.eventbrite.com/ 
15. Bath Area Play Project Annual General Meeting 
AGM being held at Odd Down Community Centre in Bath on 31st March 2011 at 6pm for a 6.30pm start.
Guest Speaker: Arthur Battram.   RSVP- to Sarah or Caroline :01225 832479
16.  Learning Events programme from Research in Practice

Upcoming events at locations nationwide include:

· Running Away: What the research tells us about those who run away and positive interventions 

· Meaningful Participation 

· Neglect: Recognition and response 

· Anti-Bullying Good Practice in Community Settings: A research led national perspective 

· Using Evidence to Champion Excellence in your Team 

· Learning from Serious Case Reviews: Messages for practice 

· Autism: An insight 

· Domestic Abuse: 'The impact on children and young people' 

There is no cost for these events but places are limited so sign up soon.  To request more information on the programme, including information on how to book contact Bonnie Curran, bonnie.curran@bristol.gov.uk   0117 903 7745.
Business and Funding
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
17. Express Programme
Grants from the Express Programme are awarded to small, local voluntary and community organisations where a small amount of funding can make a difference in disadvantaged areas. The work of your organisation must benefit people who are disadvantaged or isolated. People may be isolated due to poverty, disability, age, location or culture. Priority is also given to groups that:
· Enable people to take opportunities that would otherwise not be available to them. 

· Involve local people in improving their community. 

· Reflect the concerns and priorities of people living and working in the area. 
The maximum grant is £2000.
For more details visit: http://www.quartetcf.org.uk/showcontent.asp?CollectionID=@0000000184&ParentID=@0000000107 

18. Red Nose Day Community Cash Grants Programme
Comic Relief want to support community groups undertaking work that helps people of all ages to feel more included in their community, builds their skills and increases their sense of achievement. 
Your group must have an income of less than £50,000 annually to qualify.
Priority will be given to project/activities that:

· Promote Social Cohesion 

· Reduce Isolation 

· Help disadvanatged group and less well supported causes.
You can apply for an amount between £500 and £1,000 

The deadline for the receipt of applications to this round is Thursday 10th March 2011
For more details visit:
http://www.quartetcf.org.uk/showcontent.asp?CollectionID=@0000000768&ParentID=@0000000107 

19.  BBC Children in Need funding criteria changes
BBC Children in Need has changed a few of its guidelines and criteria so please do visit  http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/guidelines_maingrant.shtml to take a look, and don't forget their next application deadline is 15th April 2011 and organisations can apply at any time.
 

· BBC Children in Need have recently conducted a research project into Holiday Playschemes across the country, and as providers of services to relevant organisations we thought you might find this information useful.
 
· For a full copy of the 4 page report please follow this link: http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/playschemebrief.pdf
20.  Sportsmatch programme (re-launched for 2011 with additional benefits)
For the coming year, Sport England has made some minor changes to Sportsmatch to make life easier for applicants.
Sportsmatch brings additional funding to not-for-profit organisations that have secured sponsorship to deliver new projects to get people playing and enjoying sport. Grants from £1,000 up to £100,000 are available to match sponsorship from the commercial sector, private individuals or charitable trusts.
Clubs, voluntary organisations, sports governing bodies, councils, schools and universities can get their applications in now, and the first awards will be made in early April.  For more information - and to apply any of Sport England’s funding programmes - please visit the funding section of the Sport England website or call its funding helpline on 08458 508 508. 

21.  The Noel Buxton Trust

The trust focuses on three main areas:

· Welfare of children in disadvantaged families/children in care - Available for families with children of primary school age and younger, children in care can be considered up until they leave care.
· Penal reform - Welfare of prisoners and their families, rehabilitation of prisoners and work with young people at risk of offending.

· Applicants are usually expected to be registered charities.

The maximum grant is £4,000 but is usually for much less, Applications may be made at any time. Successful applicants will normally hear from the Trust within six months. No deadline.

For more information:  http://www.noelbuxtontrust.org.uk/ 
22.  The True Colours Trust Small Grants 

The Trust, one of the Sainsbury Family Charitable Trusts, has a small grants programme, open to application at any time, which provides grants of up to £10,000, usually for one-off purposes, to help smaller organisations develop and deliver programmes for children, their siblings and families. 

The Trustees are particularly keen to support: 

· Hydrotherapy pools 
· Multi sensory rooms 
· Mini buses 

· Young carers projects 

· Sibling projects 

· Bereavement support 

Applications for small grants should be made using the online application form. For further information or to apply visit http://www.truecolourstrust.org.uk/small_grants.aspx 
23.  YAPP charitable trust grants

YAPP make grants to small registered charities to sustain their existing work, with one of its priorities being children and young people aged 5 – 25. Grants are normally for a maximum of £3,000 per year and most of their grants are for more than one year because they give priority to ongoing needs. See http://www.yappcharitabletrust.org.uk 
24.  The Co-operative group community fund

The Community Fund is the Co-operative Group's main grant making programme. Charitable organisations and community groups can apply for grants of between £100 and £2,000 (£500 if the applicant is a newly formed group) to help them find co-operative solutions to community challenges. The Co-operative Group is particularly interested in supporting locally led and run groups that can demonstrate co-operative values and principles, such as self-help, equality, democracy and concern for the community.   Applications may be submitted at any time. For more information visit- http://www.co-operative.coop/membership/local-communities/community-fund/ 
25.  South West Foundation- Esmee Fairbairn Small Grant Programme

South West Foundation still has small grants available in the following programmes: Esmee Fairbairn Small Grant Programme. There are small grants available up to £1,000 through this programme, although most tend to be between £200 and £600. These grants are to support small community groups working with those most in needs in communities and with an annual expenditure of less than £15,000. They do not normally fund IT equipment, building or refurbishment work, or Community Interest Companies through this funding or contribute to a larger appeals for funding. They do fund both new groups and existing groups. 
Empowering Networks Fund

They also have small grants up to £1,000 available for networks that enable people to have a greater voice and say in communities. This has been funded via the Regional Empowerment Partnership. The network must be led by a voluntary or community organisation. For more information on either of these programmes contact the Foundation on 01275 333666  http://www.the-foundation.org.uk/GRANTS.htm 
26.  Big Lottery Fund

The Big Lottery Fund has awarded £843,000 to the NCVO to run its Sustainable Funding Project for another three years. The project is intended to help organisations understand funding opportunities, such as contract income, loan finance and earned income, through case studies, workshops and regular updates. 
For more information visit: www.ncvo-vol.org.uk 
27.  NCVO's Sustainable Funding Project 

NCVO’s Sustainable Funding Project offers a range of resources and advice to support groups to develop a sustainable funding mix. Visit the NCVO website for more information: 
 http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/index.asp?id=2090
Training
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28.  Common Induction training

If you work directly with children and young people/ manage staff that work directly with children and young people and started in employment from September 2009 you are welcome to attend this free multi- agency training.
· Working in a principled way and promoting equality and diversity-

Tues 29th March 9.30am- 4.30pm, Brunswick Room Guildhall Bath
· Child and Young People's Development- 
Tuesday 5th April St Lukes Church Hall, Wellsway, Bath

· Building relationships and Communicating with Children and Young people-
 Monday 9th May 9.30am-4.30pm Council Chambers, Keynsham Town Hall

· Introduction to Safeguarding and Integrated Working-  
Weds 29th June 9.30am- 4.30pm Council Chambers, Keynsham Town Hall

For more details please contact Pat Mangan on 01225 395158 or Email: pat_mangan@bathnes.gov.uk
29.  Common assessment framework training 0-11 years

 Wednesday 6th April 2011, Keynsham Children’s Centre, 9.30am – 4.30pm
This training will address the principles of the Common Assessment Framework and how it can be used in practice to benefit young people (0-11 years) .This day will be jointly delivered by Caroline Dowson, Integrated Working Manager and Pat Mangan, Children’s Service Training Manager.

If you would like to book a place on the course please email: Interagency_safeguardingchildren@bathnes.gov.uk 
Nadine Reid 01225 395412 

30.  Paediatric First Aid

Saturday 25th June and Saturday 2nd July, 9.00am- 4.00pm

First Aid Training Room, Upper Boomfield Road, Odd Down, Bath- 12 hour course, £70
To book a place or for further details contact Sarah 01225 832479 or sarah@bapp.org.uk 

31.  B&NES Children’s Services Training Opportunities

More Training opportunities for those working with children and young people can also be accessed by following the link below, the page has links to:
· Bath Area Play Project (BAPP)
· New Highways
· Sexual Health Training for those working with young people in Bath and North East Somerset
· Support and Training Against Racism (STAR)
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/BathNES/educationandlearning/teachersGovernorsChildcare/trainingdevelopment/default.htm 

For further information contact Jenny Dixon, Workforce and Development Manager: Jenny_Dixon@bathnes.gov.uk  or Telephone: 01225 395353
I hope you found this e-bulletin useful, if you have any queries please contact me using the contact details below. 

Samantha Rowlands

Children and Young Peoples Network Co-ordinator 

Bath Area Play Project

Odd Down Community Centre

Odins Road,Odd Down
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MARCH 2011   e-bulletin


Welcome to the March e-bulletin of the Children and Young People’s Network. If you have any relevant information (details of meetings, events, training, consultations, conferences, developments etc.) that you would like included in future bulletins, please contact me. If you have any feedback regarding this bulletin, or would like to let me know what you think should be included, then please do not hesitate to contact me. 


I hope you find the e-bulletin useful.


Samantha Rowlands


Children & Young People’s Network Co-ordinator samr@bapp.org.uk








