 VOLUNTEER INFORMATION SHEET
GETTING INTO WORKING WITH CHILDREN WITH BAPP
You can choose to work with children whilst at school or out of school.
Playwork usually means working as an adult with school age children aged 4 to 16 years out of school hours – after school, before school and during school holidays. Some organizations working with pre-school children aged 2 to 4 years, call their staff Playworkers too.

Playwork can be great fun, the more you put into it the more fun you will have and the children will benefit more but also the time will fly faster! It can be extremely hard work, entertaining and being aware of 30 or more children and what they are getting up to.
Voluntary work can provide you with experience before you choose a future career in areas such as – social work, teaching, nursing play therapy or even whether you have good people skills. as well as providing you with something constructive to put on your C V.
As a volunteer at BAPP you will be working in a play or youth setting and could be doing any or all of the following things:

· Cooking with children 

· Mixing paints or encouraging children to do so
· Refereeing a football or hockey game

· Getting wet during water games

· Watching children put together a play or dance 

· Encouraging children to try new things like snowboarding or canoeing 

· You may find yourself doing things you haven’t done since you were a child

· Doing something silly or even crazy 

· Housework duties like cleaning sinks of paint, sweeping or mopping floors

· Supervising children on day trips

Although children do not need adults to play, however it has been agreed that adults, if they get involved in childrens play, can make the experience better. For example:
· Intervening when two children are arguing and about to fight

· Encouraging children to share the resources’ you have 

· Suggesting children do something slightly differently or have a go at something they wouldn’t normally do

· Boosting a child’s confidence by congratulating them on something they’ve achieved or telling them, of course they can do it

· Making children’s ideas come to life within the space and materials you have

Playworkers need to have a sense of fun, have patience and be willing to have a go at anything. You may have read the above list and thought, I have done that as a child or as a parent or with family children and feel you have what it takes to be a playworker, so becoming a volunteer with BAPP is a great place to start.
Experience is often more useful than training to get started. Once you get into playwork there are many training courses you can attend including qualification courses and practical days. If you attend a Take 5 for Play training course- an introduction to Playwork, then this will show any employer that you are serious about working with children.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT VOLUNTEERING AT BAPP, PLEASE CONTACT:
Joan Cooper Volunteer Co-ordinator

Bath Area Play Project 12A Westgate Street Bath BA1 1EQ

Telephone 01225 313946/07817874836

Email – jcooper07@hotmail.co.uk
