Date as Postmark

Dear

Re: Volunteering with Bath Area Play Project

Thank you for your enquiry about volunteering with us.

There are a number of different ways in which you can get involved but as you have stated that you are interested in working with children, then I will explain about the options available to you.

I have enclosed a copy of an Annual Review to give you a flavour of the work we do as well as a Volunteer Application Form and an Information Sheet. If you are over eighteen years of age, we ask all volunteers to hold a recent (3 months) Enhanced CRB check. If you do not hold one, then we will also need to ask you to complete a CRB form.

During term time we have a number of projects which may be of interest to you.

· The Crèche at the Hut in Twerton works with families and children from birth up to school age (4 years) and is open Monday to Friday 9am – 3pm.

· Our TURTLE Toy Library is open to all families and settings working with children across B&NES and is open every Saturday throughout the year from 10am – 12.30pm.

· Teenage Rampage is a weekly group which meets from 7 – 9pm for disabled teenagers aged 13+ to undertake a variety of activities including sport, animation, music and trips out.

· Stay 'n' Play is open on the first Saturday of each month from 10am - 2pm to families where there is a disabled child and provides a variety of activities for the whole family with use of the soft play room, sensory room and garden.

During summer school holidays, 30 July to 24 August 2007, we have these projects:
· Open-access playschemes for children aged 5 – 12 years in Odd Down, Foxhill, Kingsmead and Southside. Run Monday to Friday with two sessions per day 10am – 12 noon and 1 – 3pm.
· Closed-access inclusive playscheme for children aged 5 – 12 years in Twerton at the Hut Monday to Friday with one session from 11am – 3pm
· SOFA (Summer of Fun Activities) inclusive programme for young people aged 12 – 16 years. Sessions run Monday to Friday with transport provided to a range of activities most take place between 9/10am and 4pm
At any time throughout the year volunteers can also help in a variety of ways with BAPP:

· Administrative tasks in the office – helping with mailouts, word processing, filing etc

· Designing posters and leaflets either in the office or at your home if you would prefer

· Gardening at the Hut in Twerton

· Decorating at the office or at the Hut

· DIY tasks at either the office or the Hut

If any of these interest you and you would like to get involved then, read the enclosed information, complete the enclosed application form, sign the declaration of anti-discriminatory practice and send it all back to the office at the above address. We ask that volunteers come to the office if possible to meet the Co-ordinator who will be able to answer any questions that you may have.

Once we have taken up your references and also had sight of your CRB or your CRB form is completed you will then be able to start volunteering.

We will send you details of any training that is relevant and we encourage you to get involved with any training that you may also have access to.

Before you start, the Co-ordinator will also induct you so you are clear about your roles and responsibilities whilst working with children if that is relevant to what volunteering you choose to do.
Should you have any further questions or would like any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at the above address or telephone number.

Thank you for your enquiry and I look forward to meeting you.

Yours sincerely

Joan Cooper

Volunteer Co-ordinator

